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to be commended if they show to these poor ignorant
people the way of salvation by the true and unvar-
nished doctrine of the Gospel. As to our French
people, I have complained enough in my History of
the cowardice of these later times, and of our lack of
zeal either in reclaiming these poor erring ones, or in
making known, exalted, and glorified, the name of
God in the lands beyond the seas, where it never has
been proclaimed. And yet we wish that country to
bear the name of France, a name so august and
venerable that we cannot, without a feeling of shame,
glory in an un-Christianized France. I know that
there are any number of people who are willing to go
there. But why is it that [11] the Church, which has
so much wealth; why is it that the Nobility, who ex-
pend so much needlessly, do not establish some fund
for the execution of so holy a work? Two courage-
ous Gentlemen, Sieurs de Monts and de Poutrincourt,
have in these later times shown such great zeal in this
work, that they have weakened their resources by
their outlays, and have done more than their strength
justified them in doing. Both have continued their
voyages up to the present time. But one of them
has been frustrated twice, and has had heavy losses
through too great confidence in the words of certain
persons. Now, inasmuch as the latest news of our
New France comes from Sieur de Poutrincourt, we
shall speak here of what he has accomplished, and
we have good reason to praise his courage; for (not
being able to live among the crowd of idle men, of
whom we have only too many, and seeing our France
seeming to languish in a monotonous calm that was
wearisome to men of action), after having given a
thousand proofs of his valor during the last twenty-



